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Directions. Attend the sixth annual ZUMEFF Sunday, 1 May or Monday, 2 May 2015. 
Attend for at least an hour. Write a review of one film. Length: 300 words. Target 
publication: Zajel. Keep in mind the following: 
 

! First, look over the schedule and choose a film that you think you will be 
interested in. 

! Attend the film and take notes as you watch. 
! As soon as the film ends, go to somewhere quiet and write your first draft. 
! Later, re-write your review. 
! Focus on the story: Is it good? That’s what people want to know. And if it is 

good, tell why is it good, and if it is not, tell why the film is not very good. 
! Short is better: Be clear and concise. 
! Use a conversational, less formal style. 
! Tell what type of film it is: narrative, documentary, animation. 
! List the director; do some homework on the director; if the director is attending 

ZUMEFF 2015, interview that person. 
! Give the nationality of the director and university affiliation if relevant. 
! Make your opinion unambiguous: Thumbs up or thumbs down. 
! First person is fine. 
! Use specific details and strong action verbs. 
! Soft lead, especially descriptive, gets the job done. 
! Develop criteria: quality of acting the writing, the lighting, the music, etc. … 
! What scenes stood out? But don’t give away the entire plot. 
! Why should someone see this film? 
! Keep a general audience in mind: Give the readers what they want – a sense of the 

quality of the film. 
! Transitions must be effective. 
! Quotes are not necessary, but they give your story added credibility – it would be 

worthwhile to interview the director if she is available. 
! Use proper attribution for quotes. 
! Explain unusual terms. 
! 300 words. 
! Due Tuesday, 3 May 2016 at the end of COM 210 class. 
 
 

 
 


