
§  What’s in the Bag? 
§  Current events for Sunday 
§  Reading for Sunday 
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“I think of writing as a sculptural medium. You 
are not building things. You are removing 
things, chipping away at language to reveal a 
living form.”  
 

          —Will Self 

Quote of the day 



*-Blackberry (upper case B) 
*-cannot 
*-There is only one Internet. 
*-Social media=plural (takes are, not is). 
*-iPhone 
*-email 
 

Post-mortems from Sunday 



Stay informed 
§  As students in a mass communication 

class, it is your professional 
responsibility to stay on top of current 
events 

§  We will start each lecture with a review 
of the news 

§  Bring one news item to lecture for 
Sunday 

§  Please tell us what the news is and your 
source 



§  Current events 
§  50 words 
§  Your own words 
§  Summarize a news event 
§  Give the source (Gulf News, The National, 

CNN.com, etc. …) 
§  Give the impact (why the news is important to 

you) 
§  No plagiarism; do your own work; write your 

own words 
§  Read pp. 35-38 in Carole Rich’s “Writing and 

Reporting News” (see handout); expect a pop quiz 

Due Sunday at start of lecture  



§  This is our class, keep it clean 

Environment 



Absences 

§  Roll will be kept. 
§  If you are more than 5 minutes late, I will mark you 

absent that day. 
§  After three absences, I will tell you that your grade is 

in serious jeopardy. 
§  Let me know well ahead of time if you have a 

scheduled conflict. We will need to talk about it. 
§  Deadlines are absolute. No extensions. 
§  If you are going to be out of town and will miss class, 

please let me know at least two days ahead of time 
by email. 



§  If you did not fill one out Sunday, please do 
so before you leave today 

§  Return to Dr. Bulla before leaving 
§   See next frame for what goes on each line 

Index cards 



1. First name, last name 
2. ZU ID #;  DOB 
3. Pronunciation guide for name 
4. E-mail address 
5. Mobile phone # 
6. Class: 1st year, 2nd year, 3rd year, 4th year 
7. Major 
8. Professional aspirations 
9. Hometown/high school 
10.  Awards/accomplishments 
11. Favorite TV show; favorite movie 
12.  Something else you want me to know about you 

Index card: The Dirty Dozen 



What’s in the Bag 

•  Guess what is in the bag 
•  Then write down on a sheet of paper what 

you think it is 
•  Turn that sheet of paper into the professor 



What’s in the Bag 
•  Write a 400-word narrative in which the item in 

the bag plays a role 
•  Make sure the story is true, based on your life 

experience 
•  Write first in pen today 
•  Take edit and type 
•  Type (double spaced) in a Word document 
•  Print out  
•  Due at the end of class 
•  MUST BE AN ACTUAL STORY! 



Mechanics help 
•  Dictionary.com 



Fact checking 
•  Google or another search engine 
•  Be careful that the source is precise and accurate 



What goes on the printed page 
•  Lab 1 
•  Your first and last name 
•  ZU ID # 
•  Date 
•  Headline 
•  All type is in 12 Times New Roman 
•  Double space 

• Except your headline—14-point 
Arial 



Recommended materials 

§  Digital tape recorder 
§  Pocket-size Dictionary  
§  Pocket-size Thesaurus 
§  Pens/pencils 
§  Reporter's notebooks  
§  Laptop 
§  Digital camera  
§  Thumb drive 



Course website 

•  Datelinead: 
 

http://datelinead.wordpress.com/ 



Making a good learning environment 

I will: 
§  Start and end class on time. 
§  Make every lecture relevant to learning media 

writing and your assignments. 
§  Create exams that include some questions that 

can be answered only by having attended class. 
§  Work to make sure that all labs have comparable 

instruction and the same grading criteria. 
§  Have an open-door policy when it comes to 

seeing me during office hours. 



Doing your part (I) 

Please do your part by: 
§  Attending class. Lecture material will help you prepare 

for the articles you will write and the exams. This is 
crucial. 

§  Being seated by the start of class.  
§  Being active learners - listening, taking effective, 

careful notes and participating in class discussions. 
§  Turning off cell phones and audible pagers. 
§  Not bringing food, drink and tobacco products into class. 

Bottled water is OK. 
§  Asking relevant questions every class. 



Doing your part (II) 

Please do your part by: 
§  Get ahead with your work, stay ahead 
§  Get a planner/calendar and plan your semester 

according to the syllabus 
§  You must be responsible for your participation in 

this class 
§  It counts four hours of credit, so I have greater 

expectations for you than in a seminar class 



Key dates Spring 2013 
§  Feb. 10: Start of fall semester 
§  Feb. 12/14: First lab (which begins at 5 minutes after 

the hour) 
§  Feb. 19/21: First publishable assignment (news 

brief) 
§  March 3: First AP Style Quiz 
§  March: Cover The Peace Forum 
§  March 29-April 13: Spring break  
§  April 14: Midterm exam 
§  March 14/16: Sight-Story project due  
§  June 16-20: Final assessments 



Your goals for the course 

§  Be able to use Microsoft Word and email 
§  Write error-free (publishable) copy 
§  Use AP style 
§  Be able access information on the Web 
§  Write memos 
§  Take effective notes during an interview 
§  Stay current on news in city, emirate, nation, 

globe 
§  Build an E-Portfolio with resume, cover letter and 

sample work 



Your goals, continued … 

§  Conduct interviews 
§  Prepare writing assignments in timed situations 
§  Meet deadlines 
§  Write news and feature stories 
§  Write a blog post 
§  Write a press release 
§  Write ad copy 
§  Write a complex feature story 
§  Do an audio assignment 
§   Be aware of the variety of careers in media writing 



Media writing terms: First Week 

§  Journalistic style 
§  Inverted pyramid 
§  Hard-news lead 
§  Summary lead 
§  Blind lead 



Homework 

•  Current events for Sunday lecture 
•  Read lecture syllabus 
•  Sign last page of syllabus and bring to 

Sunday lecture 
•  Read pp. 35-38 in Carole Rich’s “Writing 

and Reporting News”; expect a pop quiz 
on this reading 


