
§  Turn in second 
personality profile with third 
source 
§  Return quiz #1 
§  Style Watch H-I-J 
§  Headline writing 
§  News writing (in-class 
practice) 
§  Current events 
§  Discuss Qaddafi death 
coverage 
 

COM 210 
College of Communication & Media Sciences 

Week Seven, First Day 



“Almost all good writing begins with 
terrible first efforts. You need to start 
somewhere.” 
 

    — Anne Lamott 
 
 

Quote of the Day 



Today 

§  Current events (Nasra starts) 
§  Return A.P. style quiz #1 
§  Headline writing 
§  Turn in Personality Profile #2 with third 

source 
§  Style Watch H-I-J 
§  Headline writing 
§  News writing: “Watching Williams Die” 

 
 
 



Style Watch H-I-J 
§  Hindi, Hindu, Hinduism 
§  Imam v. imman 
§  its v. it’s 
§  judgement (British spelling) 
§  Junior after family name (no 

comma): Martin Luther King Jr. 
 



Headlines 
Phrase    S+VP (Preferred) 
 
Robbery at hotel   Women robbed at Abu Dhabi 

       hotel 
Robbery of driver   Pizza-delivery driver robbed 
Snake bite at Carrefour  Man bitten by snake at  

       Carrefour 
Bank Robbery in Abu  Man arrested for bank robbery 
    Dhabi   

 



Headline writing practice 
§  S  + V 
§  Present tense 
§  No articles 
§  Leave out unnecessary words 
§  Short: four to eight words in length 
§  Captures main idea 
 



“Watching Williams Die” 

§  Read the story (handout) quietly 
§  Answer the 10 questions on the sheet 

of paper (handout) 
§  Class discussion 



Profile #2 post-mortems 
§  No Dr., unless a medical doctor 
§  bachelor’s degree; master’s degree 
§  Do not need years old after an age (just the Arabic 

numeral) 
§  Must have at least three quotes from your 

interviewee 
§  Need an additional quote from a second source 

and a third source 
§  You must answer these questions early: Why am I 

reading this story; and why now? 



Your profile 
§  Must be good enough to have in your E-

portfolio 
§  Peer editing 
§  Add second platform to make the story 

mutli-media 
§  You must be the creator of this second 

platform (photography, audio, info-
graphic, photo illustration); this must be 
original work 

§  Please bring to class Monday on a jump 
stick (remote hard drive) or CD 

 



Qaddafi death 

§  What is your reaction to the 
following? (You may leave the 
room for 2 minutes if you do not 
want to see the image) 





What are the ethics here? 

§  In the past, the ethic might have been: “This 
is a family newspaper; we don’t want our 
children to see these. Don’t run such 
images.” 

•  Now, here’s what one expert said: “Over the past 
10 years, whatever your society’s standards were, 
they’re notching towards more gruesome images,” 
says Kelly McBride of the Poynter Institute in St 
Petersburg, Fla. (United States). 



Ethics, continued … 
•  McBride added: News media now deal mostly with 

the manner of publhsing such photos 
•  Here’s the issue: “News editors are very aware that 

these images are available anyway,” said Ivor 
Gaber, professor of political journalism at City 
University in London (England). 



Some ideas … 

Poynter’s Al Tompkins: 
•  What is the journalistic purpose behind 

broadcasting the graphic content? Does the display 
of such material clarify and help the audience 
understand the story better? Is there an issue of 
great public importance involved such as public 
policy, community benefit or social significance? 

•  Is the use of graphic material the only way to tell the 
story? What are your alternatives?   

•  No matter what you do, allow feedback from the 
public. Why? 



MTE review, Fall 2011 
§  Hard-news lead: A story that concerns a serious 

topic—government, crime, business, weather, 
accident, health; it is usually written in summary 
form 

§  Main questions answered: Who, What, When, 
Where, How and Why 

§  Blind summary lead: A hard news lead in which 
the main Who is somebody that the public will not 
know; such a lead is written with a generic who 
(“An Abu Dhabi man”) 

§  Inverted pyramid: A hard news lead, in summary 
form, in which the most important information 
comes at the top of the story 

 
 



Next week 

§  Monday:  Writing a blog post and midterm review; 
midterm assessment 

§  Wednesday: Midterm exam (see Study Guide) 

 
 


